
MAINTENANCE ARTIST

95'English | Subtitled

Dir. Toby Perl Freilich
United States
2025
Latin American Premiere

“After the revolution, who’s going to take out the garbage on Monday?” With 
this provocation, Mierle Laderman Ukeles shook the art world in 1969 with her 
Manifesto for Maintenance Art, asserting that care and cleaning work — ma-
ternal, domestic, or urban — is also art. Years later, she brought this idea into 
the public sphere as artist-in-residence at New York City’s Department of Sa-
nitation, collaborating with those who keep the city running. A vibrant por-
trait of how the invisible can become an artistic gesture and a political act.

WE START WITH THE THINGS WE FIND

81'English | Subtitled
Dir. Thomas Piper 
United States
2024
Latin American Premiere

“If we pay enough attention to the ordinary, we begin to see the extraordinary.” 
With this idea, architects and designers Ada Tolla and Giuseppe Lignano — foun-
ders of LOT-EK — have spent decades exploring how to reuse and reimagine in-
dustrial materials, such as shipping containers, to create new ways of living. The 
documentary follows this radically creative practice and shows how a renewed 
perspective can transform what the world leaves behind.

ADRIANA VAREJÃO - ENTRE CARNES E MARES

84'Portuguese | English | Subtitled
Dir. Pedro Buarque, Andrucha Waddington
Brazil
2023
International Premiere

Filmed over five years, the documentary follows Adriana Varejão through the 
places that nourish her work: Inhotim, Ouro Preto, Brazil’s Recôncavo region, Hong 
Kong, the United States, and Portugal. Using a direct cinema approach, the film 
reveals how the artist transforms colonial histories, tiled surfaces, oceans, and 
wounded bodies into a distinctive visual universe. An intimate portrait of one of the 
essential voices of contemporary art, unfolding between flesh, seas, and memory.

DEPOT – REFLECTING BOIJMANS 

89'Dutch | English | German | Subtitled

Dir. Sonia Herman Dolz
Netherlands
2023
Latin American Premiere

A joyful cinematic adventure about the visionary creators behind the world’s 
first fully accessible art storage facility for visitors: the DEPOT of the Boij-
mans Van Beuningen Museum in Rotterdam, conceived by Sjarel Ex (mu-
seum director) and Winy Maas (architect, MVRDV).
The film draws a unique historical parallel with the construction of the origi-
nal museum, revealed through never-before-seen scenes from De Bouw van 
Boymans (1935). Two buildings designed like a perfectly tailored pair of 
gloves for the art collection — a symphony of art and architecture.

PETER HUJAR’S DAY

75'English | Subtitled

Dir. Ira Sachs 
United States, Germany
2024
National Premiere

From an apartment in Manhattan, Ira Sachs reconstructs the conversation Peter 
Hujar had with Linda Rosenkrantz in 1974, here embodied by Ben Whishaw and 
Rebecca Hall. As the photographer recounts a single day in his life — his rela-
tionships with Ginsberg and Sontag, the pulse of downtown New York, and the 
era’s precarious economy — the film gradually unfolds into a delicate and pro-
found portrait. A work that turns dialogue into a meditation on time and the life of 
an artist who never compromised his freedom.

ASCO: WITHOUT PERMISSION 

90'English | Subtitled
Dir. Travis Gutiérrez Senger 
United States
2025
National Premiere

In the 1970s, the Chicano collective ASCO turned the streets of Los Angeles 
into a stage for artistic protest. Blending art and activism, the group challen-
ged the norms of Hollywood, museums, and the media. Though largely igno-
red in their time, they are now recognized as pioneers of contemporary art. 
Combining fiction and non-fiction, the film emerges as a vibrant work that 
celebrates creative rebellion and Latino identity.

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF FILMS ON ARTS
10 - 16 JANUARY 2026

OFFICIAL SELECTION

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING

COMPLETE PROGRAM

LEONORA IN THE MORNING LIGHT
In the early 1930s, painter Leonora Carrington defies convention and enters 
the Parisian Surrealist circle alongside figures such as André Breton and Sal-
vador Dalí. An intense relationship with Max Ernst confronts her with her 
darkest shadows. War forces her to flee to Mexico, where she reclaims her 
freedom and her work finds a new rhythm. Today, Carrington is recognized 
as one of the most celebrated artists in the world, alongside Frida Kahlo and 
Georgia O’Keeffe.

Dir. Thor Klein, Lena Vurma
Germany, Mexico, Romania, United Kingdom
2025
Latin American Premiere

English | Spanish | French | Subtitled 103'

OPENING FILM

E.1027 – EILEEN GRAY AND THE HOUSE BY THE SEA 

93'English | French | Subtitled
Dir. Beatrice Minger, Christoph Schaub
Switzerland
2024
National Premiere

In 1929, Eileen Gray designed E.1027, a house ahead of its time and a silent 
manifesto of autonomy. Le Corbusier’s fascination with the work soon turned 
into appropriation: unsolicited murals, circulated images, and the construc-
tion of his own building erected just behind it. The film transforms this clash 
into a reflection on female expression, authorship, and the subtle — and not 
so subtle — ways in which an unsettling voice can be erased.

UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

89'French | Persian | Subtitled

Dir. Matthew Rankin 
Canada
2024
Latin American Premiere

A hilarious fiction film selected for the Directors’ Fortnight at Cannes, set in a 
kind of limbo between Tehran, Iran’s capital, and the faraway city of Winni-
peg, Canada, where the rules of the world begin to shift. With the playful 
spirit of Wes Anderson and the choreographed absurdity of Jacques Tati, the 
film follows two girls who find money trapped in the ice, a tour guide 
overwhelmed by his own city, and a bureaucrat who decides to escape 
everything. Their stories intersect in a landscape where architecture beco-
mes a fourth character. A surreal comedy that plays with time, identity, and 
the sheer joy of getting lost.

YO Y LA QUE FUI

69'Spanish

Dir. Constanza Niscovolos
Argentina
2025
National Premiere

A key figure in Argentine photography, Adriana Lestido is portrayed here 
through the intimacy of a friendship that reveals her current artistic inqui-
ries. Far from the myth of the “established photographer,” we see her at six-
ty-four embracing risk, new languages, and the possibility of reinventing 
herself. The film follows this transition with closeness, turning it into a re-
flection on the desire to keep learning. An intimate portrait of an artist who 
begins again without losing her intensity.

AI WEIWEI’S TURANDOT

78'Italian | English | Subtitled

Dir.  Maxim Derevianko
Italy, United States
2025 
Latin American Premiere

In his operatic debut with Turandot, Ai Weiwei transforms the Rome Opera 
House into a laboratory where art and politics engage without restraint. The 
documentary closely follows this process: rehearsals, aesthetic decisions, 
and conversations on war, the pandemic, exile, and human rights that per-
meate the production. Through archival material, testimonies, and a refined 
visual approach, the film reveals a portrait of an artist who brings his langua-
ge — installation, photography, activism — to the stage to question the role of 
art today and why it remains necessary.

CLOSING FILM

THOUGHTS OF INFINITY

81'English | Subtitled

Dir. Halina Dyrschka
United States
2024 
National Premiere

The documentary delves into the universe of artist James Howell, whose 
work — more than four hundred pieces devoted to variations of gray — explo-
res the “in-between”: a space where opposites dissolve and subtlety emer-
ges. From his studio in New York to the light of Montauk and the stillness of 
San Juan Island, the film follows a search that brings together philosophy, 
physics, and nature. With Halina Dyrschka’s characteristic sensitivity, an 
intimate portrait unfolds of a creator who found in minimal transitions a way 
of thinking and of seeing the world.

With the presence of the Executive Director of the James Howell Foundation 
Laura Bardier

82'TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN

81'Danish | Subtitled

Dir. Ole Juncker
Denmark, Norway
2025
Latin American Premiere

Can a pair of blank canvases be considered art? Is an idea enough to justify 
everything? In 2021, Danish artist Jens Haaning received the equivalent of 
USD 83,000 from the Kunsten Museum to produce a work—and delivered an 
empty frame titled Take the Money and Run. The gesture sparked a fierce 
debate: a critique of capitalism or a robbery in real time? Ole Juncker’s do-
cumentary follows the case from the inside—from the studio to the cour-
troom—tracing the portrait of an artist who pushes conceptual art to its 
limits and boldly questions the rules of the game in the 21st 

SATURDAY 10

10'

IA, ARTE Y CINE
Fourteen short films created by students from ORT University, based on works 
from MACA, as the result of an audiovisual production workshop using artificial 
intelligence. A brief and experimental showcase in which each participant 
translates an artwork into a new visual language. The program concludes with 
the selection of a winning short film.

La piedad - Dana Garayalde
Ombú - Bruno Zecchi
Memoria – Sofía García
Materia en tránsito - Alexandra Zeballos
La ausencia – María Kachadourian
Ecos fuera de la cuadrícula - Giuliana 
Bagnasco Porto

Madre cava - Valentina Damiani
Totem- Rocío Cárdenas Pato
Testigos - Tomás Fort
Silencio de mármol - María Paz Cioli
Mobile Sphere Orange - Pilar Achard
El bosque despierta – Clara Benvenuto
Salustiano Pintos – Francisco Abásolo
Ernesto Vila – Federica Nieto

Short Film Program
Audiovisual production workshop 
with AI

53'

Conceived as a moving point of encounter, Autochtonies of the Americas brings 
together works created from Indigenous territories and memories across the 
continent. Co-created by Le FIFA, Fotogenia, DART, and ARCA, the program seeks 
to amplify voices that rarely occupy the center of the scene and that propose 
other ways of narrating, remembering, and inhabiting the world. Each edition is 
developed in close collaboration with Indigenous artists and collectives and tra-
vels throughout the year to partner festivals, weaving a continental network of 
listening and collaboration.

Caroline Monnet — Mobilize (2015, Canadá, 3’)
Justin Deegan — Tahnaanooku’ (2024, Estados Unidos, 6’)
Irais Fernàndez — Hïkt Nähs Vhïn (Terre) (2018, México, 3’)
Dennis Lòpez -Ajá (Eau) (2023, México, 5’)
Bianca Dacosta — Interior da terra (2022, Brasil, 17’)
Arra Hué — Uvi isipò (2024, Uruguay, 3’)
Francisco Huichaqueo — Tralkan Küra/ Piedra Trueno (2023,Chile, 10’)

Short Film Program
2025 / 50’
Uruguayan Premiere

AMÉRICAS ORIGINARIAS

ARCA CONECTA
A networking platform for Uruguayan directors and producers whose film pro-
jects engage with the arts. Over the course of a full day, selected projects are 
presented to national and international professionals, take part in exchange 
sessions, receive specialized feedback, and compete for a range of awards 
granted by an invited jury. A space designed to give visibility to, support, and 
foster new voices in films about art.

CONECTA

ARCA KIDS: SELECTION FROM THE CENTRE DU FILM SUR L’ART
ARCA Kids presents a special selection curated by the Centre du Film sur l’Art 
(Belgium): a program dedicated to Raoul Servais and his poetic and mysterious 
universe. A key figure in animation cinema and winner of the Palme d’Or, Raoul 
Servais created visually innovative works that invite imagination and reflection. 
Accessible for audiences aged 6 and up, these films offer children and families 
a unique cinematic experience where art and fantasy meet.

KIDS

Welcome to ARCA
Cinema is a gateway to art, and in its 5th edition, ARCA invites you to step into the journey. 

Through international documentaries and fiction films — all premiering in Uruguay — the 
program brings us closer to artists, stories, and ideas that resonate with our time. A festi-

val to discover, and to be guided by curiosity.

19:30 TOASTTeatro MACA Terrace

20:00 LEONORA IN THE MORNING LIGHT — 103’Teatro MACA

SUNDAY 11

15:00

17:00 THOUGHTS OF INFINITY — 81’ 

ARCA KIDS [SELECTION FROM THE CENTRE DU FILM SUR L’ART]

Cine MACA

19:00 ADRIANA VAREJÃO - ENTRE CARNES E MARES — 84’Cine MACA

Cine MACA

15:00

17:00 PETER HUJAR’S DAY — 75’

DEPOT – REFLECTING BOIJMANS — 89’ 

Cine MACA

19:00 ASCO: WITHOUT PERMISSION — 90’ Cine MACA

Cine MACA

MONDAY 12 - NO SCREENINGS

TUESDAY 13

15:00

17:00 MAINTENANCE ARTIST — 95’

E.1027 – EILEEN GRAY AND THE HOUSE BY THE SEA  — 93’

Cine MACA

19:00 UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE — 89’Cine MACA

Cine MACA

WEDNESDAY 14

15:00

17:00 WE START WITH THE THINGS WE FIND — 81’

AMÉRICAS ORIGINARIAS — 53’

Cine MACA

19:00 YO Y LA QUE FUI — 69’Cine MACA

Cine MACA

10:00

18:00
IA, ARTE Y CINE — 10’
TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN — 81’

ARCA CONECTA

Teatro MACA

Cine MACA

THURSDAY 15

FRIDAY 16

With the presence of the film’s director and artist Adriana Lestido

POWERED BY MEDIA PARTNERS

PARTNERS

APOYA AUSPICIA

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
OF FILMS ON ARTS
MACA, URUGUAY

Fundación Pablo Atchugarry
Ruta 10 KM 4,5 Manantiales, Uruguay

21:00 AI WEIWEI’S TURANDOTTeatro MACA

20:30 AWARD CEREMONY [ARCA CONECTA]Teatro MACA

22:20 TOAST  + DJTeatro MACA Terrace

19:30 SUNSET ARCA: JUAN CAMPODÓNICO LIVE SETTeatro MACA Terrace


